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Butler was exposed and flogged by Brooks severely.
Washburne was more coarsely and frankly punished by
Donnelly, a brother Radical. Had he been less loose and
vulgar, his speech would have been more effective. Wash-
burne, though the oldest member, is more universally de-
tested for his supercilious pretensions, manners, insolence,
disregard of truth, and malignity than any man in the
House, and all enjoyed the infliction he received. Bingham
commenced the closing argument in the impeachment case
to-day. It does not appear to have excited much admira-
tion, although there is reported to have been a large
attendance.

May 5, Tuesday. In general conversation before busi-
ness commenced at the Cabinet, Seward taunted Browning
for being shaky on the question of impeachment. Brown-
ing confessed his doubts, said he had expressed them to con-
fidential friends and thought it best to do so. Seward did
not agree with him as to his policy, but said he had no
doubts as to an acquittal, and wished to wager a basket of
champagne, which B. declined, and S. then offered two
to one. McCulloch, who came in just at the close of the
banter but did not hear it, was as decided in his opinion
of an acquittal as Seward, and offered to bet a bottle of
wine with B. I could, however, get no facts to justify the
confidence of the State and Treasury, farther than that
they have talked pretty freely with Members.

It seems to be generally conceded that Feseenden will
oppose impeachment. McCulloch has hopes that Morton
will do the same. I have little expectation in that quarter,
though the hypocrite has sagacity enough to see that a
mistake is made.

Seward quotes Banks for authority, who says Fessen-
den and Morrill of Maine have each written arguments,
have had one interview and are to have another with their
written documents. Much of this Banks gets from the
Maine Members who have tried to influence F. but with-